The threats of nuclear weapons, should we be scared?

Introduction (80-350 words)

This project explores the impacts of nuclear weapons have had and could potentially cause. | will
also explore whether we should be scared that these are a threat to us or if nuclear weapons are
most likely a thing of the past and nothing to worry about in our lifetimes. | will explore the long- and
short-term impacts of nuclear weapons as well as some global impacts that may come with them.
As it will be a magazine articlgyl/Will also explore journalism and the techniques used in magazines

\
and newspapers. This will include looking into famous journalists work and the work.

| chose this project topic because for a while now | have wanted to be a journalist and have found

writing news to inform or persuade to be quite interesting. | also wanted to learn more about modern
warfare, specifically nuclear bombs, as | thought they could be used again for mass destruction, anr?S e \

| wanted to explore that issue. \;? L\,\() &
The key terms used in this project include journalism which is the act of collecting and distributing
information found, through the form of newspapers, magazines, books websites and many more,

nuclear fission which is how nuclear energy is created, it involves a huge implosion that splits the

nucleus of a radioactive material and is used in nuclear weapons and nuclear fallout which takes

place after a nuclear bomb is detonated, leaving radiation and nuclear dust particles embedded in

the ground

This project links to my other subjects in that in English we learn about writing articles as well as

structural and linguistic techniques that are affective in this sort of writing. In history we recently



learnt about WW?2 which ultimately ended with the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 with

the first nuclear bombs made. This will be a good display of what nuclear bombs pose as a threat.

This project links to my future aspirations because | am currently planning on either being a
journalist and links to the wider context of gathering information and putting it into a magazine that

readers will enjoy and find informative for the target audience of the week.

The objectives of my project are to be able to write a formal, and well written article using the
research and knowledge | have gained from various sources to create a good outcome which will be

a magazine article about the threats of nuclear weapons for The Week magazine, and whether we
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should be scared whilst improving my article writing skills. w Q G)\\( }g(,r o o
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Research Review (300-900 words)

(The Week-about us), is a website written by and published by The Week. This is a primary source
and is open access to the internet. This source is relevant to my research question in that it gives
me lots of information on The Week. From this research, | learnt that The Week is focused on giving
people who want to know what is going on in their country all the necessary and relevant
information and headlines in one convenient magazine that anybody can subscribe to for £46 every
13 issues. This source helps me place my research question into the wider context of the research
/ area by giving me an insight into how | should go about writing my magazine articlt;,«as/l now have in
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;Xb &\{(\mind the purpose of The Week and their target audience The source scores 13/15 using the CRAAP
Y &
e chi&\ method because it was written in May of 2023 (so within the last year). The source addresses my
&
question and gives me useful information due to it providing me with essential information such as,

writing style, target audience and purpose of The Week magazine which is my client.The
LY



organisation is well-known and read and trusted worldwide. The source is trustworthy in that it is a

simple description of The Week magazine which is known for writing factual and non-biassed

articles. Finally, the purpose of this source is to give readers or students such as me, an insight intg’ R
/LU(}J\“}* d
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what the week intends to do in its magazines and who their target audience is, and just a very QA \

overall view on the franchise. Overall, this is a reliable source for academic work because if | am 20

writing a magazine, the target audience and purpose is essential, and this source gives me all of
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(AFTER THE BOMB) is an article in Time magazine written by Haruka Sakaguchi. This is a secondary

source and is open access on the internet. This source is relevant to my research because it gives , l\
/&,&’3 0N
me an insight of the social effects of nuclear weapons. From this research, | learnt that even years‘ i ’
(N
after the bomb was dropped, Hiroshima survivors are still terribly affected (mentally and . g :J&/‘bk '\Y
el
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physically). This source helps me place my research question into the wider context of the research (N D

area by using real people’s experiences through interviews for a deeper insight. The source scores f'\’zﬂ. .
12/15 using the CRAAP method because at no point can | find when it was written or published,

however it may be an ongoing project, but is still unclear. The author/organisation is well-known

and recognised by the guardian and is very respected in her field of work (photography and

interviewing). The source is trustworthy as Haruka Sakaguchi has many years of work experience in

this field and Time magazine is known for giving very real and honest information to readers. /U\i'bb\l{w
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Finally, the purpose of this source is to give the true and horrible story of how, even after the Nﬂ/ .
O, "e,('k‘ ‘_“
nuclear bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, life was extremely difficult to stop anything like this eld \/

happening in the future. Overall, this is a reliable source for academic work because the author is

trusted, the publishers are well known and reliable and the full story is given. (Sakaguchi, n.d.)



(10 simple ways to improve your magazine writing skills) is a website written by Laurie Pawlik and

published in June 2020. This is a secondary source and is open access. This source is relevant to my
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research question in that it gives me a good idea of how professional journalists write good _ g\blu"‘
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magazine articles/From this research, | learnt that journalism is not just about linguistic techniqueg_ .&L@v\(’/
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but also how you think, and go around writing a magazine article. This source helps me place my /
research question into the wider context of the research area by giving me advice for future exams

or other situations if | ever need to write a piece of transactional writing like this. The source scores
11/15 using the CRAAP method because it was written in June of 2020 which is not as recent as it
could be however that does not matter hugely as journalism will not have new and changing

techniques surrounding it. The source addresses my question and gives me useful information as it

will help me edit 9n’d write a good quality final piece with the mindset of a journalist.,,Tﬁe author
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well-known and has many years of experience writing blogs and electronic articles as well as having :ﬁil”‘hj
a degree in Education and Psychology along with teaching grade 8 language arts at Rosslyr/v |
Academy. The source is trustworthy in that finally, the purpose of this source is to help new ’\LW y
journalists or bloggers write and think like a professional as well as to give the basics of magazine

writing to the public. Overall, this is a reliable source for academic work because the author has lots

of experience in the field, it was published only 4 years ago, and it gives me some good knowledge

on how | should go about writing and editing my magazine article. (Pawlik, 2020)

(The Devastating Effects of nuclear weapons) is an article written by Richard Wolfson and Ferenc
Dalnoki and published in March of 2022 by the MIT Press Reader. This is a secondary source and is
open. This source is relevant to my research question as it has lots of detail about how we could be
affected by nuclear weapons which my article will explore the dangers of. From this research, |

learnt about the long and short-term effects of detonating a nuclear weapon such as radiation
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sickness, fallout and the radius of possible destruction. This source helps me place my research AS L/\N k
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question into the wider context of the research area by showing me how much more dangerous A0 f
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nuclear weapons are than other warheads currently. The source scores 14/15 using the CRAAP W Pd
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method because it was written in May 2" 2022 which is under 2 years ago and therefore will have
the newest information. The source addresses my question and gives me lots of the useful
information | need to write my article in huge amounts of detail and technical terms,/The authors as/ !

< Qb

well as the MIT press reader are well-known and trusted to give good information on modern issues Lw\j&,‘
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applying a good look into them. The source is trustworthy in that it uses many other trusted sources {)\\ 0 )

and gives a few of them in the article as well as there being no grammar or spelling mistakes visible. e L
Finally, the purpose of this source is to inform people on how nuclear bombs work and how much

damage they could cause if used. Overall, this is a reliable source for academic work because it was
published by a very respected and up to date company, it contains huge amounts of detail and uses

a wide range of sources therefore it gives me a good understanding with many viewpoints. (Dalnoki,

2022)

(The human toll of a nuclear war) is an article written by Viktor Elias and published in March of
2022 by The Greek Reporter. This is a secondary source and is open access. This source is relevant

to my research question in that it shoes me how a nuclear weapon could affect the world if used N ‘(w \
N
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today. From this research, | learnt that if one was used on Ukraine for example, the consequences \x ,W
would be worse than ever seen before. This source helps me place my research question into the ’\a
wider context of the research area by giving me an insight into the possible outcomes of the war

going on in Ukraine involving nuclear weapons. The source scores 11/15 using the CRAAP method
because it was written in the last two years and therefore has recent information. The source

addresses my question and gives me useful information by showing me the very possible effects of



nuclear weapons if used. The author is well-known and is a very respected entrepreneur however |
could not find anything about his authority in the subject of nuclear weapons. The source is
trustworthy in that there are little to no grammar or spelling mistakes, images are labelled, and " ﬁ{}&bmr
sources are clearly listed. Finally, the purpose of this source is to inform others on what could bé } /’itﬂ/ :
the outcome of the use of nuclear weapons if used today. Overall, this is a mostly reliable source
for academic work because the author is well respected, sources are listed and trusted, it was
published recently, and it is written to a good quality. (elias, 2022)
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The world doesn’t need more nuclear weapons) is a Ted Talk given by Erika Gregory in October of

2
Sy

f\ s \\ f/ﬁ

*\

C

I

\,
2016 by Erika Gregory. This is a secondary source and is open access. This source is relevant to my
research question in that it tells me about the growing threat of nuclear weapons and how they will

affect our lives. From this research, | learnt that since the cold war, action has been taken to EZL QY joank

O/ %\

convert the danger of nuclear weapons into power for cities as well as how our generation can
L -

make the biggest difference in this field. This source helps me place my research question into the ﬂ/

wider context of the research area by showing me the history of nuclear weapons and how our
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generation can make the biggest differencé. The source scores 13/15 using the CRAAP method

because it was written in 2016 which was over 5 years ago, and many breakthroughs have been /

made since. The source addresses my question and gives me useful information on how nuclear[) ij\(,‘xb\mq
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weapons are a growing threat and how that can affect us and how action should be taken. The fL‘lNL

QU \\”
author is well-known and a trusted expert in the field of nuclear warfare. The source is trustworthy k\

'fYﬁ— .
in that Erika Gregory presented it well with lots of formality as well as using many facts. Finally, the
purpose of this source is to Inform others about how dangerous and huge the issue of nuclear

weapons is becoming and how action can and should be taken. Overall, this is a reliable source for

academic work because the author is respected and very good in this field, accuracy and delivery of



the TED talk was very good, sources are clear and shown however It was performed over 5 years

ago. (Gregory, 2016)

(Migratory Birds, 2020)

Task 4 — Evaluation ///{\fﬂ\ [0 Lf_\’ﬁ N
Whilst undertaking this Project, | have learnt a great deal about the science behind nuclear energy

and weapons which | found very interesting, | learnt how to write a good magazine article as well as
going back and thoroughly reading through my final piece making any minor adjustments, which

was a key part of my piece.

My original aims and objectives, as set out in Section 1 of my Project Proposal Form, were to

_ _ _ , il

produce an article for a magazine on the threats of nuclear weapons in today’s world as well as L :
o

improving my writing skills. | believe that | have achieved these aims in that | have created. AL

| have learnt a great deal about the research process, in particular how to find trustworthy sources

from all over the internet, where to look for good up to date news on science and how to check if a
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source is good for use.
(N

There were some limitations to my methodology which included spending too long on research and
creating my portfolio, not spending long enough on the actual production of my piece and not

spending as much time as | should have to prepare for my oral presentation
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ensure | spent long enough time on my production, and therefore oral presentation to create an (\)_I(\Q@A’,\\f
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With hindsight, | should have finished my research along with portfolio a little while quicker to

; 3 5 O
overall better final piece. MY

| have learnt skills such as how to conduct in-depth research and reading through my work which %‘LU“Q

/"”,'/‘L,
will help me in the future because | would like to be a journalist, and this is a big part of that as well KTH

v d
g
that reading through work is just a very useful skill to ensure work is completed to a high quality

In my oral presentation, | believe that | gave a confident and secure presentation with well-

prepared slides and good body language, however | feel | could have done more rehearsing to calm

myself down when it came to standing up and speaking in front of my group.
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My client for my my final piece

commission

What will my
commission involve?

Long- and short-term effects of Should we fear the threat
nuclear weapons as well as of nuclear seloeing i
global impacts today’s society




My commission My client

[ will write, edit and create a magazine article on . :
I have chosen to write my article for

%m. treats of :.chE, weaponsin today's world S BRIl ERREs R n ey i L
whilst answering the question, adult’s and kid's versions, about problems or affairs
going on. The week is known for being unbiased and

The title will be, trustworthy so when writing my article, I will have this
in mind

: Why?
Target audience i

I picked this as I would like to be a
[ willbe writing for the adult’s version of The week in the future and wanted to

magazine and will aim it at that can knowmore about nuclearweapons

make a difference in the world who want to know

what problems there are in the world.
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